






         AGENDA ITEM: G-1 
         DATE:  April 11, 2018 
 

TO:  Monterey Peninsula Airport District Board of Directors 

FROM: Michael La Pier, Executive Director 

  Chris Morello, Senior Planning Manager 

SUBJ:  Resolution 1705, a Resolution Certifying the Mitigated Negative Declaration for 
the Proposed Infield and Taxiway Improvements Project and Adopting Related 
Findings and Project Mitigation Measures 

 
BACKGROUND. 

In accordance with the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), an 

Initial Study (IS) checklist was prepared for the Infield and Taxiway Improvements Project. The 

CEQA checklist evaluates 18 environmental categories. Based on this initial evaluation it was 

determined that potential environmental impacts could be successfully mitigated and a negative 

declaration was the appropriate vehicle for project approval. 

 

A copy of the Environmental document is provided as Attachment A and includes the following:  

• Initial Study for The Proposed Infield and Taxiway Improvements Project 

• Appendix A, Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

• Appendix B, Air Quality Information 

• Appendix C, Biological Field Survey Report 
 

The Project’s CEQA Notice of Intent (NOI) to adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) 

was prepared and circulated by MPAD between March 16 and April 5, 2018 to provide 

interested agencies, organizations, property owners and the public with an opportunity to 

express their concerns regarding the potential environmental effects of the proposed Project. 

The NOI was posted at: (1) the Office of the Monterey County Clerk; (2) the Airport’s website; 

(3) the Airport terminal building; and (4) the Monterey Herald March 17, 2018 publication and 

mailed to specific agency and property owners as mandated by CEQA. The NOI provided for a 

20-day comment period and the public comment period began on Friday, March 16, 2017 and 

closed on Thursday April 5, 2018 at 1:00 PM.  

 

Two comments were received during the comment period and both comments are attached;  

• City of Monterey – Todd Bennett, Senior Associate Planner 
• Casanova Oak Knoll Neighborhood Association - Richard Ruccello 

 

Page 41 of Attachment A provides information as it relates to storm water management.  

Mitigation Measure HYD-2 incorporates engineering design will be required to address the 

storm water runoff rates and incorporate appropriate improvements. It is noted that 

consultation with affected agencies will be necessary. 

 

Page 45 of Attachment A provides information as it relates to construction noise. The Impact 

Analysis states at the distance between the homes and the construction area, the noise 

impacts will be less than significant. In addition, the Airport will incorporate all feasible 

measures into the project to reduce construction related noise.  



 

Proposed Infield Improvements (Exhibit 2, Proposed Project) attached 

As described in the Initial Study, the Monterey Peninsula Airport District, as owner and operator 

of the Monterey Regional Airport, is proposing to make improvements to 15 existing infield 

areas between Runway 10R-28L and parallel Taxiways A and B located within a secured area 

that provides no public access on Airport property. Chip seal is a pavement surface treatment 

which involves application of alternating layers of liquid asphalt and fine aggregate. 

Presently, the infield areas consist of either: 1) entirely chip seal; 2) Combination of chip seal 

and natural ground; or 3) Entirely natural ground. 

 

The proposed Infield Improvements will enhance safety as follows:  

 

1) Reduce foreign object debris (FOD) created by the existing deteriorating chip seal 

pavement, which can damage aircraft by being blown into the aircraft and cracking 

windows, damaging other aircraft components, or being sucked into aircraft engines;  

 

2) Modify the surface grades of the infield areas to meet FAA design standards, which 

would minimize the presence of ponded water on the airfield during storm events;  

 

3) Reduce the amount of infield areas attractive to hazardous wildlife, including burrowing 

animals, as a recommended wildlife control strategy in the Airport’s Wildlife Hazard 

Management Plan (2013) to prevent wildlife collisions with aircrafts; and 

 

4) Provide drainage improvements to the infield’s west end. 

 

Proposed Taxiway Improvements  

The District is also proposing Taxiway Improvements that include: 1) the Removal of Taxiway 

“E”, south of Runway 10R-28L; 2) the Reconfiguration of Taxiway “F” and “K” intersections at 

parallel Taxiway “A” (including associated infield areas) south of Runway 10R-28L and; 3) the 

Reconfiguration of parallel Taxiway A (including associated drainage, apron and service road 

revisions). 

 

The proposed Taxiway Improvements will enhance safety as follows: 

  

1) Remove the non-standard Taxiway “E,” which has a wide expanse of pavement with a 

painted green “island” between two lanes; 

 

2) Provide a 90-degree (right angle) at the Taxiway “F” connection and expand the taxiway 

width to 75 feet to meet the needs of critical design aircraft; and 

 
3) Relocate Taxiway “F” and “K” hold lines to a standard 250 feet from taxiway centerline to 

Runway centerline to increase the separation distances between aircraft located south of 

Runway 10R-28L; and 

 



4) Reconfigure the Taxiway “F” and parallel Taxiway “A” intersection to improve airfield 

drainage.   

 

Environmental Findings 

No impacts or less than significant environmental impacts were identified through the 
environmental review and field investigations for the following Environmental Factors;  

(Attachment A, page 15) 

Aesthetics      Public Services   

Land Use/Planning Geology/Soils 

Population/Housing Noise 

Agriculture and Forestry Resources Recreation 

Hazards & Hazardous Materials Utilities/Service Systems 

Mineral Resources 

Less than significant impacts with Mitigation Incorporated were identified for the following 
environmental impacts through the environmental review and field investigations for the 
following Environmental Factors; (Attachment A, page 15) 

Biological Resources     Cultural Resources   

Greenhouse Gas Emissions Tribal Cultural Resources  

Transportation/Traffic Air Quality 

Hydrology/Water Quality 

 
The Mandatory Finding of Significance determined that the Project would be Less Than 
Significant With Mitigation Incorporated.  This overall finding can be found on Attachment A, 
pages 54-59.  
 
Section 15097 of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires all state and local 
agencies establish mitigation, monitoring and reporting programs (MMRP) for projects approved 
by a public agency whenever approval involves the adoption of a mitigated Negative 
Declaration. Attachment A, Appendix A outlines the full MMRP. 
 
The MMRP for the proposed Infield and Taxiway Improvements describes the mitigation 
measures identified by the Mandatory Findings, identifies responsible entities for implementing 
and monitoring the plan, and outlines the mitigation measure timeline.  The MMRP document 
will be used by the Airport staff and mitigation monitoring personnel to ensure compliance with 
mitigation measures during project implementation.   
 
RECOMMENDATION.  Adopt proposed Resolution 1705, a Resolution Certifying the Mitigated 
Negative Declaration for the Infield & Taxiway Improvements Project and Adopting Related 
Findings and Project Mitigation Measures. 












